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GID Update The Walnut Hills General Improvement
District - Your Tax Dollars At Work
As you may know, the Walnut Hills neighborhood has a General Improvement District
(GID) that was developed to assist the neighborhood in maintaining the perimeter of the
neighborhood as well as contribute to the overall function and aesthetics of the neighborhood.
This special district is funded by a small tax levy that is on all Walnut Hill property tax bills.
The money is collected and held by the City of Centennial. This year, the GID has been
working on several projects including:
- Repainting portions of the perimeter fence adjacent to Yosemite, between Davies and
Briarwood
- Maintaining the landscape - This is done by an outside contractor on a weekly basis starting
in April through the end of October
- The GID had two trees removed along Yosemite - one Pine tree (close to the Hunters Hill
entrance at Easter Pl.) that was dead and a Russian Olive that had been cut back and was
stubbornly regrowing (north of Briarwood)
- Fence maintenance including resetting and shoring of many fence posts along both Dry Creek
and Quebec will be on-going for the next few months (as weather allows)
- Fence painting along the Dry Creek perimeter will be on-going for the next few months (as
weather allows)
- Trash Removal - the perimeter of the neighborhood is walked and driven regularly to
monitor and remove trash and debris. Please respect the GID areas between the street and
the fence by NOT disposing of unwanted branches over the fences. Much of our perimeter is
not accessible for parking purposes and so removing discarded branches requires dragging
them to the nearest cross street for disposal. This can be a time consuming and labor intensive
endeavor. If you have unwanted branches, please contact your trash company or consider
utilizing the Dumpster Days sponsored by the WHCA in the spring and/or fall.
- Coordination with other agencies - For the last 18 months or so, the GID has been in
coordination with the I-25 Arapahoe Improvement project on items such as landscape along
Arapahoe Road. The GID has also been coordinating with South Suburban and the City of
Centennial to have some concrete trail sections repaired and replaced.
- Repair of fence and sign (in progress) replacement on Quebec/Costilla
The GID was pleased to partner with the Walnut Hills Civic Association as well as South
Suburban Parks and Rec and Metrum Credit Union to install several more disk golf baskets
along the Dry Creek Trail in the open space this summer. With this addition, Walnut Hills now
boasts a nine hole course.
Other projects that the GID has sponsored in the past several years include sidewalk widening
along Uinta (2013), the addition of the sidewalk on Xanthia between Briarwood and Davies
(2015) and the original 5 disk golf baskets in Walnut Hills Park (2016).
For questions or concerns, please contact Julie - Walnut Hills GID Project Manager - at
neighborhood6@walnuthillscolorado.org
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Holiday Lighting Contest
Judged on December 20
Walnut Hills Civic Association is sponsoring
its annual Holiday Lighting contest again this
year. A judging team of WHCA Board members
will survey the neighborhood on the evening of
Wednesday, December 20. Please turn on your
displays by 5:30 pm that evening to be included
in the judging. The 1st place winner will be
awarded $100, 2nd place will receive $75 and 3rd
place will receive $50. If you would like to learn
more about the WHCA and the activities we do,
please visit www.walnuthillscolorado.org. The
annual membership fee is $25 - we'd love to have
everyone join the group and help keep Walnut
Hills a great place to live!

Save The Date—Walnut Hills
Movie Day In January
The Walnut Hills Civic Association will sponsor
the movie, Toy Story, for community residents
on January 27 at the Walnut Hills Elementary
School Gym. The movie will start at 3 o’clock
and end at 4:30. There will be popcorn, water
and Toy Story decorations for all to enjoy. So
come one, come all and enjoy the afternoon with
your neighbors and children. We look forward
to seeing you there!
Carol Fischer - Walnut Hills Civic Association
Neighborhood 12 Representative

Holiday Open House
Saturday, December 9, 2017 (2:00 PM – 4:00 PM)
Castlewood Library
Tis the season to celebrate! Drop by from 2-4 pm
for crafts for kids, tech demos for the grown-ups
and cookies for all! Get in the spirit with a live
performance of Holiday music on the harp from
2:30-3:30 pm. For all ages.

Snow Shoveling Volunteers
Jeryl Tippets
neighborhood13@walnuthillscolorado.org
It’s time once again to put the Walnut Hills Civic
Association plea for volunteers to shovel walks
for those who are not able to do so. I will match
shoveler to shovelee, an older or disabled person
who lives nearby, and will give everyone contact
information. They’ll need to get in touch to make
their arrangements.
We want to thank the many volunteers who
already help, and have helped for several years,
and the many other residents out there who are
helping neighbors. This is a much needed service
in our neighborhood.

$10,000 in Scholarships Available to Walnut Hills Graduating Seniors
The Walnut Hills Scholarship Board is pleased to announce our annual
FROOHJHVFKRODUVKLSFRPSHWLWLRQEHQHÀWLQJ:DOQXW+LOOVKLJKVFKRRO
seniors who plan to attend college in the fall.
)RXUVFKRODUVKLSVZLOOEHDZDUGHGWKLV\HDU$ÀIWKPD\DOVREH
awarded, if resident contributions to the scholarship fund allow for it.
All high school seniors who live in the Walnut Hills neighborhood, and
who will begin their higher education in the 2018-19 academic year, are
eligible to apply. The scholarships are good at any accredited college,
university, or vocational school in the United States.
Applications for the scholarships will be available beginning January
3, 2018. For a copy of the application form, please email Bill Philpott
at wphilpo@gmail.com or Scott Bess at scott.w.bess@gmail.com.
Application forms will also be available in the Post Grad Center at
Cherry Creek High School. The application requirements include a short
essay and letters of recommendation. The deadline for submitting your
application will be Friday, March 2, 2018.
It is very rare for a neighborhood to offer scholarships to its high school
seniors. Our scholarship fund has been doing so since 1972! All of us
on the scholarship board are honored to carry on this tradition, and we
would like to publicly thank the residents of Walnut Hills, along with
the Walnut Hills Civic Association and the Walnut Hills Newsletter,

for so generously supporting the scholarship fund. Last year, neighbors
donated nearly $7500 to the fund—and many of these neighbors
have contributed every year for decades. The Civic Association and
Newsletter also made generous donations last year, as they kindly do
each year. Combined, these contributions enabled our board to award
four $2,500 scholarships in 2017. All told, since 1972, the scholarship
program has granted $199,000 to 139 Walnut Hills graduating seniors.
If you would like to contribute to the fund, you may do so at the time
you pay your Civic Association dues in March, or you may send a
donation directly to the Walnut Hills Scholarship Fund, 7158 S. Quince
St., Centennial, CO 80112.
And if you have any questions, comments, or suggestions about the
scholarship program, we would love to hear from you. This includes
anyone who might be interested in serving on the scholarship board
or the scholarship selection committee! You may write to the WH
Scholarship Board at the mailing address above, or email Bill Philpott
or Scott Bess at the email addresses above. Or you may talk directly to
any of the current members of the board: Scott Bess, Peggy Castle, Laura
Klee, or Bill Philpott.
We sincerely appreciate your involvement and your support, and we
wish all the best to our 2018 applicants!
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South Suburban Saves The Day
Jesse Alcorta
The damage to the turf at Walnut Hills Elementary and Walnut Hills Park
occurred on the evening of the 4th of August. It was reported that only one
car was involved. The damage depth ranged from 2-4 inches. The turf was
repaired quickly by the parks division and it appears to be healing well. The
turf should back to normal next year. It was noted that this type of damage
occurs a couple of times a year at various parks across the area. No one has
been charged with the vandalism.

Photos - David Green
(Response from South Suburban)
Here are some photos and what we did to “clean up” the vandalism:
ODUJHYHKLFOHFUHDWHGµUXWVRQWZRÀHOGVDWHOHPHQWDU\DQG
WKH´ELJDUHDµLQWKHSDUN:HXVHG\DUGVRIRUJDQLFULFKWRSVRLO
PL[HGZLWKVRPHWXUIVHHG XVHGRXURZQVRLOVRLOZHPDGHIURP
composting).
ZHXVXDOO\VSUHDGLWE\KDQG ZKLFKZRXOGKDYHWDNHQGD\V 
EXWFDPHXSZLWKWKHLGHDWRXVHRXUVSUHDGHUZLWKWKHVSLQQHUV
UHPRYHGDQGKDYHWKHVRLOIDOOGLUHFWO\RQWRWKHUXWV WRRNXVGD\WR
do both sites!)-used a drag mat to spread and level the soil
Photography Jesse Alcorta

David Green - Parks Maintenance Supervisor

Meet the Advertiser
Advanced EyeCare Centers P.C.
A family oriented business serving all your family’s eye care
needs for over 20 years!
Here at Advanced EyeCare we have four optometrists with
over 100 years combined of experience and knowledge in
comprehensive visual examinations including contact lens
exams and also diagnosing and treating ocular diseases and
injury.
We have been established here in the Heritage Place
Shopping Center since 1979. So bring your eye care needs
to us!
7447-6 E. Arapahoe Rd.
Centennial, CO 80112
303-770-8081 Fax: 303-770-1642

Front Office Staff and Opticians - Centennial
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Dear Walnut Hills
Community,
During December, I spend much of
my energy and time running around
trying to check everything off my to-do
list. My mindset revolves around how
fast I can get things accomplished and
KRZPDQ\WKLQJV,FDQÀWLQP\GD\,
seem to frustrate more easily, have less
patience, and take things for granted.
And I even have to remind myself to smile. Admitting these
behaviors is not something I am proud to say, but I speak the
truth.
This year I am choosing to do something different. I am
intentionally focusing on all that I am grateful for in my life.
0\JRDOLVWRÀQGJUDWLWXGHLQDOO,GRGXULQJWKLVEXV\WLPHRI
year. Instead of running around like a chicken with my head
cut off, I am working on slowing down and enjoying. The
month of December is for joy, happiness, laughter, and giving.
My goal is to be present with others and to treasure all the
small, precious moments in my life. Watching my daughter run
through the snow to grab her sled after whizzing down the hill
by our house. Thanking the person in the window at Starbucks
for my perfect cup of coffee. Listening to my students read
and giggle at the silly parts of the story. Shopping with my
PRPWRÀQGIRUP\VLVWHU·VELUWKGD\JLIW*D]LQJDWWKHPDJLFDO
Colorado sunrise as I drive to school in the morning. Soaking
in the sounds of our school choir as they sing to senior citizens.
Feeling the cold air hit my face as I shovel the snow from my
driveway. This year I choose to treasure December and all it
EULQJV,FKRRVHWRÀQGMR\LQPRPHQWVWKDWPLJKWW\SLFDOO\
cause me angst. I choose to tell people how grateful I am for
them being in my life.
Being the principal is a gift, and for that, I am truly grateful.
Having the opportunity to lead and partner with this
community brings me such joy. I am also grateful to be able to
write for the Walnut Hills newspaper. I hope that this month’s
letter will remind you to take time for yourselves and others.
0\ZLVKLVWKDW\RXÀQGMR\DQGKDSSLQHVVLQDOO\RXGRGXULQJ
this busy time of year.
From the heart,
Teolyn Bourbonnie
Principal
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Walnut Hills Elementary Upcoming Events:
•
•
•
•
•

Choir & Hand Chimes Performance (December 13, 2017 at 6:30pm)
Second Grade Performance (December 20, 2017 at 6:30pm)
LAUNCH (STEAM & INNOVATION) Day (December 22, 2017-all day)
Kindergarten Information Night (January 17, 2018 at 6:00pm)
Chili Game Night (January 26, 2017 at 6:00pm)

Walnut Hills Sign Falls Victim to Car Accident
On October 18th at approximately 4:30 pm there was a car accident that
destroyed the Walnut Hills entrance on the south east corner of Quebec and
Costilla Ave. According to the police report, no one was injured. Two cars
were involved, both traveling north bound when one of the drivers suffered
from a medical condition, swerving onto the sidewalk and simultaneously side
swiping the car in front of them and the sign. The damage to the sign was quite
extensive. One stone pillar was completely destroyed, most of the lettering and
part of the logo was torn from the sign face, and the second pillar had a chunk of
stone and brick removed from the bottom 1/3. In addition to the sign damage,
one section of the perimeter fencing was destroyed. The GID has been working
with the sign company and our handy-man to get the repairs completed. The
fence has been repaired and the debris removed. The sign will be replaced in
the next few weeks.

Photo Julie Gamec
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Dumpster Day Successful Again!

Fall Snowstorm
Jesse Alcorta

Andrea Suhaka, Walnut Hills Civic Assoc. Board, 303-770-0058

2XU2FWREHUVQRZVWRUPZDVW\SLFDORIZHWDQGKHDY\
VQRZ/RWVRIOHDYHVRQWKHWUHHV\HWEHFDXVHRIWKHZDUPHU
6HSWHPEHUDQGWKHUHZDVVLJQLÀFDQWEUDQFKGDPDJH
DURXQGWKHQHLJKERUKRRG:HKDGD\HDUROGWUHH
VQDSSHGLQKDOI6RPHIRONVORVWODUJHUEUDQFKHV

2Q2FWWKH:+&$VSRQVRUHGLWVÀQDO'XPSVWHU'D\RIWKH\HDUThe weather was
perfect; Julie Gamec was a great second Board member to help; Brookë, the metals guy,
ZDVWKHUHDQGZHKDGDORQJOLQH:HUDQHYHU\RQHWKURXJKDQGÀOOHGWKHWUXFNVMXVWDV
WKHODVWFDUÀQLVKHG
We had 56 cars come in, 47 were members of the Civic Association and 8 new members
paid. We'll be back again next May! We hope to see many of you there.

Silver Ash

Silver Maple

Photography Jesse Alcorta

Tartan Maple
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What A Hoot!
Julie Gamec
,WZDVDFRROEXWQRWWRRFROGQLJKWIRUWULFNRUWUHDWHUV7KH:DOQXW+LOOVNLGVHQMR\HGWKHGHFRUDWLRQVDQGFDQG\SXWRXWIRUWKHQLJKW0DQ\RIRXUQHLJKERUKRRG
KRXVHVZHUHGHFRUDWHGDQGZHKDYHDIHZWKDWUHDOO\JRDOORXWZKDWDIXQVLJKWWRVHH7KHYDULHW\RIFRVWXPHVZDVDOVRVRPXFKIXQ7KDQNVWRWKH:DOQXW+LOOV
FRPPXQLW\IRUPDNLQJRXUQHLJKERUKRRGDIXQDQGVDIHSODFHWRFHOHEUDWH

Photography Jesse Alcorta

AP Images

Portraits, Sports, Books and Documentation

Jesse J Alcorta
Photographer
720-207-3757
alcortje@pcisys.net
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Items of Interest

Project Update
7KH,DQG$UDSDKRH,QWHUFKDQJH5HFRQVWUXFWLRQSURMHFWLVH[SHFWHGWRÀQLVK
DKHDGRIVFKHGXOH5HPDLQLQJFRQVWUXFWLRQDFWLYLWLHVLQFOXGHÀQDOVLJQDODQG
sign installation, median construction, striping, landscaping and additional
SXQFKOLVW ÀQDOWRXFKXS LWHPV,QWHUPLWWHQWODQHUHVWULFWLRQVZLOOEHUHTXLUHGWR
complete remaining work.
Did you know? The length of all the median walls is about 900 feet. This is the
OHQJWKRIDERXWIRRWEDOOÀHOGV

John F.

Attitude
´7KHORQJHU,OLYHWKHPRUH,UHDOL]HWKHLPSDFWRIDWWLWXGHRQOLIH
,WLVPRUHLPSRUWDQWWKDQWKHSDVWWKDQHGXFDWLRQWKDQPRQH\
WKDQFLUFXPVWDQFHVWKDQIDLOXUHVWKDQVXFFHVVHVWKDQZKDWRWKHU
SHRSOHWKLQNRUVD\RUGR,WLVPRUHLPSRUWDQWWKDQDSSHDUDQFH
JLIWHGQHVVRUVNLOO,WZLOOPDNHRUEUHDNDFRPSDQ\DVFKRROD
FKXUFKDKRPH7KHUHPDUNDEOHWKLQJLVZHKDYHDFKRLFHHYHU\
GD\UHJDUGLQJWKHDWWLWXGHZHZLOOHPEUDFHIRUWKDWGD\:H
FDQQRWFKDQJHRXUSDVWZHFDQQRWFKDQJHWKHIDFWWKDWSHRSOH
ZLOODFWLQDFHUWDLQZD\:HFDQQRWFKDQJHWKHLQHYLWDEOH7KH
RQO\WKLQJZHFDQGRLVSOD\RQWKHRQHVWULQJZHKDYHDQGWKDWLV
RXUDWWLWXGH,DPFRQYLQFHGWKDWOLIHLVZKDWKDSSHQVWRPH
DQGKRZ,UHDFWWRLW$QGVRLWLVZLWK\RXZHDUHLQFKDUJH
RIRXU$WWLWXGHVµ
Chuck Swindoll

Six Little Stories
2QFHDOOYLOODJHUVGHFLGHGWRSUD\IRUUDLQ2QWKHGD\RISUD\HU
DOOWKHSHRSOHJDWKHUHGEXWRQO\RQHER\FDPHZLWKDQXPEUHOOD
7KDW V)$,7+
:KHQ\RXWKURZEDELHVLQWKHDLUWKH\ODXJKEHFDXVHWKH\
NQRZ\RXZLOOFDWFKWKHP
7KDW V75867
(YHU\QLJKWZHJRWREHGZLWKRXWDQ\DVVXUDQFHRIEHLQJDOLYH
WKHQH[WPRUQLQJEXWVWLOOZHVHWWKHDODUPVWRZDNHXS
7KDW V+23(
:HSODQELJWKLQJVIRUWRPRUURZLQVSLWHRI]HURNQRZOHGJHRI
WKHIXWXUH
7KDW V&21),'(1&(
:HVHHWKHZRUOGVXIIHULQJEXWVWLOOZHJHWPDUULHGDQGKDYH
children.
7KDW V/29(
2QDQROGPDQ VVKLUWZDVZULWWHQDVHQWHQFH ,DPQRW\HDUV
ROG,DPVZHHWZLWK\HDUVRIH[SHULHQFH 
7KDW V$77,78'(
+DYHKDSS\GD\VDQGOLYH\RXUOLIHOLNHWKHVL[VWRULHV
:KHQ,ZDVDFKLOG,WKRXJKWQDSWLPHZDVSXQLVKPHQW
1RZLW VOLNHDPLQLYDFDWLRQ
$XWKRU8QNQRZQ
Photography Jesse Alcorta
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Walnut Hills Newsletter
Editor - Ilsa Gregg
720-514-9755

walnuthillsnewsletter@gmail.com
Advertising Manager
Donna Senn
303-741-2065

Distribution Manager
Will Senn
303-741-2065

CLASSIFIED ADS

The Garbage Man Guidelines

FREE DOGGIE STEPS, sturdy, carpeted, can support over
100 lbs. 3-steps, 24” high x 17”wide x 23” deep. Orig. over
$100 from Drs. Foster & Smith. Also FREE DOG CAR
RAMP. Leave message @ 303-740-6226.

3LFN8S*XLGHOLQHV

• Concrete/Rubble

Do’s

• Motor Oil/Any Oil

)RURUGLQDU\WUDVK7KH*DUEDJH0DQDVNV
that Clients Please:

• Freon Fridges/Freezers

TENNIS LESSONS Offering private and group lessons for
all ages & skill levels. Call: Katrina Curtis (520)991-1768 for
more information.
GRAPHIC DESIGN FOR YOU! Affordable, quality
visual designs! I can help you with logos, ads, and printed
materials. Call Kristine Reine at 720.320.9668
PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS Violin, Viola, Bass, Electric
Bass, Beginning Guitar Long time Walnut Hills Resident,
30 Years Music Teaching Experience! Dan Christian 303908-3322 dharroldchristian@gmail.com

• TV’s/Computers

%DJRUEXQGOHDQ\DOO\DUGZDVWHDQGOHDYH
RXWVLGHRIFDQV

• Medical Waste

EDJVRI\DUGZDVWHDUHDOORZHGLQ
addition to the regular cans
0DNHEXQGOHVIWLQOHQJWKRU
manageable

Don’ts
HOME REPAIRS & HANDYMAN SERVICE Deck and
Fence Restoration, Painting, Repairs, etc. WH resident Mark
303-968-4454 www.hitthedeckrestoration.com
“GET A GUY” Over your head? Computer help and Smart
Phone updates, Home Repairs and Yard Maintenance. Marc
303 368 8313
PERSONAL CARE FOR SENIORS companion care, light
house cleaning, transportation. Mai Horiagon 720-2151084.

• Double-Boarded Pallets

/LPLWWKHZHHNO\DPRXQWRIJDUEDJHWR
HLWKHUJDOFDQVRU  JDOFDQV

7KH*DUEDJH0DQXQIRUWXQDWHO\FDQQRW
SLFNXSWKHIROORZLQJLWHPVEHFDXVHWKH\
DUHHLWKHUSURKLELWHGE\ODZRUWRRKHDY\
XQPDQDJHDEOHIRURXUJX\VWRSLFNXS

• Lawn Mowers

• Car Parts
)RUSLFNXSRIFRQVWUXFWLRQPDWHULDOV
ZRRGGU\ZDOOFDUSHWLQJHWF SOHDVHFDOO
RXURIÀFH
,ILQDQ\JLYHQZHHNIRUDQ\UHDVRQWKHWUDVK
H[FHHGVWKHDERYHPHQWLRQHGOLPLWRULI\RX
DUHLQQHHGRIDODUJHLWHPSLFNXSSOHDVH
FDOORXURIÀFHDWOHDVWKRXUVSULRUWR
pickup.

• Wet Paint/Batteries

2XURIÀFHKRXUVDUH$0WR30
0RQGD\V)ULGD\V

• Cement/Dirt/Sod



PET AND HOUSE SITTING Walnut Hills Mother and Son
team will care for all creatures and/or watch your house. No
job too small. Have references. Call Senn Family @ 303741-2065

HOME REPAIRS & REMODELING Small jobs welcome.
Tile work, baths, kitchens, and general carpentry. WH
resident Jim #303-880-8830.

Peakview Chiropractic and Wellness Center
Dr. Chris Butler, DC
6500 S. Quebec Suite 100
Centennial, CO 80112
303-741-2444
Exclusive Oƌer Call to schedule your welcome visit
and receive a FREE 30 minute massage
with initial $50 exam and adjustment
(new patients only)

www.butlersback.com

It’s your future . . . . . be there healthy!
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Coupons and
Great Deals

suredrainservice.com
Sewer and Drain Service
Garbage Disposals
Water Heater Repair/Replace
Leaky Pipes and Fixtures
Complete Plumbing &
Drain Cleaning Specialist
10% Discount for Seniors and Military
6920 Jordan Rd Suite L. Centennial, CO 80112

Check out my reviews on Yelp

Studio
Allure
at Phenix Salon Suites
20% Off First Visit
9140 Westview Rd. Suites 129 & 131
Lone Tree, CO 80124
jashinnhair@gmail.com

Jennifer Shinn - Hair Designer

303-720-2716

Peakview Chiropractic and Wellness Center
Dr. Chris Butler, PC
6500 S. Quebec Suite 100
Centennial, CO 80112
303-741-2444

S>GPNDQ@ƌ@M~
Call to schedule your welcome visit
and receive a FREE 30 minute massage
with initial $50 exam and adjustment
(new patients only)

Everything you need
to make
your holiday party a hit!
Santa, Mrs. Claus,
Elves & Snowmen suits
for sale and rent!
Chocolate fountains
Cupcake stands
Chafing dishes
Tables, chairs,
linens, and more!

www.butlersback.com

It’s your future . . . . . be there healthy!

6550 S. Yosemite St. 303-770-2980 ASRrentall.com

Restaurant Available for
Holiday Party Rentals

Dine in Only Expires 1/31/18

Kids Eat Free on Mondays
With An Adult Meal Purchase
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