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Geese at Dry Creek Elementary Photography   Jesse Alcorta

High School Graduates  

Send in your Senior Pictures for the 

June Graduation Issue.  We love 

to celebrate your special year as a 

community.  Every graduate from all 

schools - send your digital photo to 

walnuthillsnewsletter@gmail.com

Congratulations! 

NOTICE:   The April 8th Civic Association 
Meeting has been cancelled.  We will meet again 
Thursday, May 12th at 7:00pm at Metrum Credit 
Union:   6980 S. Holly Circle, Centennial, CO 80112  

2018 Membership Drive Is off and 
running!  The 2018 Membership Drive was started 

deliveries of membership forms and a calendar of events.  
Did you notice our new format for the calendars using 
a magnet?  The board thought that this was an easy 

hope you join us for one or all of the events this year!!  
Also notice that we have added a date for a Halloween 
Party in October - this suggestion came from several 

your wonderful support.  If you haven't participated 
in the WHCA, or are new to the neighborhood, we 
welcome you to join the WHCA.  The voluntary dues 
of just $25 annually help to support so many great 

or via PayPal on the WHCA website under the "Dues/
Scholarships" tab.  If you have any comments questions 
or suggestions about the membership drive or future 
events, please feel free to reach out to the board at 
membership@walnuthillscolorado.org, contact your 
local neighborhood representative, or attend one of 
the WHCA monthly meetings.

Spring Dumpster Days  Join us 
for another exciting spring clean up at Dumpster 
Days!  Dumpster Days will be held on Saturday, 
May 12th and Saturday, May 19th from 8:00 am 
to 11:00 am OR until full.  We have seen some 
crazy things come through the line - mattresses, 
couches, patio furniture, remodeling debris and 
as always a lot of branches and yard debris - the 

(unless totally dried out), concrete, dirt, etc.    
Your paid $25.00 WHCA membership covers 

dumps are $10.00 each.  The WHCA reserves 
the right to reject materials that can not go 

fee for over-sized loads (i.e., that car sized 
trailer stuffed full). If you have questions about 
a certain item(s), please reach out to Donna, 
our Dumpster Day Queen, at 303-552-8384 

will arrive at Walnut Hills Elementary School 
promptly at 8:00 am.  Please do not line up prior 
to 7:30 am to be courteous to the neighbors. 

GID News and Updates Spring is 
underway and the GID is getting geared up for another 
great season of perimeter maintenance.  Here are some 

Quebec is being rebuilt.  The pillars (less the decorative 
stone and caps) are installed and the sign face has 

a great job.
Posts along the perimeter fence are being reset or 
replaced as needed.  Approx. 6 posts along Quebec 

to our wonderful handyman, Gary, for doing a great job. 

the perimeter fence continues.  Freezing temperatures 
have made for slow progress, but as the weather warms 

you to our wonderful handyman, Matt, for doing a 
great job.

to allow for new growth (and visible speed limit signs).

the job helping to control weeds, clean up debris, and 

Landscape has done a great job for the GID the last 
several years and we hope to continue our positive 

The GID is an active part of the City of Centennial, 

any questions, comments or suggestions, please feel 
free to reach out to the GID Project Manager, Julie, at 
neighborhood6@walnuthillscolorado.org.  
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Ting Update:  

What to expect when we’re working on network construction 
in your neighborhood:

construction. When our crews come into your neighborhood, we 

City right-of-way in Centennial.

How network construction works: 

in your neighborhood. This ensures underground utilities won’t be 

Where construction happens:   
the 

side of your home that’s owned by the City and that is reserved for 

This is where we place handholes, access hatches similar to what 

who have obtained permits can do construction and maintenance 

in the right-of-way for utilities including water, gas and even crazy 

After that, a permit was issued in order for us to build in the city-

owned right-of-way.

Directional boring: 
begin, a directional boring machine is placed at an entrance point. 

Entrance points are usually located on street lots at the beginning 

of a street or on corner street lots.  A directional bore will travel 

underground up to 300 feet and is directed to avoid underground 

utilities. The directional bore creates the path that will eventually 

we found them. If your property is beside an entrance point, you may 

see water and mud throughout the time we are directing the bore 

underground. This is completely normal and we will do whatever it 

water you may see is not from the water main. You may also hear the 

we can to minimize impact.

Kathleen Therese Kellison
July 27, 1936 - February 12, 2018

passed away in her home on February 12, 2018. She 

and Jamie, three more grandchildren, and four great 
grandchildren. She was dearly beloved and will be 
deeply missed. 

She mothered far more children even than the ten 
she raised. From the 1960s up until almost the 

play, and anyone who needed somewhere to go on a holiday was welcomed to dinner, 
child or adult, expected or not. She always wanted to hold the baby (whether it was 
one of "hers" or not), congratulate any child's achievements and brag about her own 

celebrated Kathy's life and Irish heritage the same way, on March 17, 2018.  In lieu 

https://www.stjude.org/give.html. 

In Loving Memory

Photography Jesse Alcorta
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.e C-470 Expansion And Sound Wall  is progressing and approaching the C-470 & Quebec overpass.  A new westbound on-ramp is under 

Photography Jesse  Alcorta

Annual Membership Meeting March 2018
Ana Carrera

The WHCA annual meeting was held on March 8, 2018.  We had a good turn 

us this year.  Centennial Youth Commission was also unable to join, but provided 

with Ting to bring gigabyte speed internet to residences, potentially increasing 

property values 3%. Phase 1 of infrastructure construction has begun in 5 

questions and the Ting responses were:

1. 

2. 

before drilling and may have to return during growing season to complete 

restoration.

3. 

2-6” trench to box on side of house (if residence signs up for service). All 

mid-summer.

4. Residences that pre-order by July 1st get free installation.

5. 

product by the end of the year.

City of Centennial-Senior Commission member Paula Hillman presented.  Senior 

Commission is appointed by city council to advise on senior issues, has produced 

more information and to see the calendar of events visit the Senior Commission 

website at: http://www.centennialco.gov/Government/senior-commission.aspx

section and enter your address to pull up stats and reports with given date 

range.  31 crimes reported in Walnut Hills in the last 6 months, mostly vehicle 

reminded everyone not to leave vehicles running unattended. With increased 

program to be rolled out around May.

are ranging from $385K-$450K. Younger buyers are investing in home updates 

there is no HOA.

Some residents expressed frustration with some neighbors who have excess 

not having an HOA, but that it seems a majority of WH residents prefer this 

to being subject to HOA rules and regulations.  Residents can contact the 

City of Centennial Code enforcement at http://www.centennialco.gov/code-

compliance-complaint.aspx
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Swarms of Bees Wanted
Walnut Hills is full of honeybees ready to swarm.  If you see a swarm please call 

303-552-8384

Why The Name 
Walnut Hills?
Carol Fischer

Since there seems to be 

a dearth of walnut trees in 

our community, I’ve always 

wondered (for 48 years of 

living here) why the name.  

WH history, says that the 

original developers were 

they gave a walnut tree to 

every new homeowner.  Other 

accounts dispute that, but in 

researching the topic, I cannot 

find any definitive answer.  

There also is a theory that 

there was a walnut grove, or 

a walnut farm, probably along 

beating, not only in Colorado, 

but starting in Eastern US 

discovered in Knoxville, 

Tennessee in 2010 and has 

spread westward throughout 

the Midwest.  The walnut 

and a fungus formation that 

effective method to save trees 

disease.  Probably this disease 

trees in WH.  It could be that 

the last walnut tree was cut this 

fall on S. Tamarac.  Homeowner 

Jody Sanders explains that 

the tree was dead when they 

moved in about 5 years ago.  

The larger pieces of that tree 

are now in the yard of my 

wood pieces from it.  With 

a beautiful grain and color, 

the walnut tree lives on!  If 

interested in any walnut home 

decor, you may contact Andy 

at 303-888-0383.

Photos Carol Fischer

Cherry Creek Bruins Swim to Fight Cancer     

to Fight Cancer”, through donating to their efforts, including a lap-a-thon 
pool swim on April 19th.   

that swimmers and divers are more than just student-athletes.   

answering any questions – ericvitcenda@comcast.net.   For more information 
about Swim Across America-Denver, as well as the special open water swim 

or teams can participate, or local businesses sponsor or volunteer, please visit 
www.swimacrossamerica.org/denver

In addition to being a long standing board member volunteer, Donna is also an 
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It Was A Perfect Morning For . e Easter Egg Hunt   Saturday, March 

treats to be had by everyone.  Unfortunately, the warm morning made for a few melted treats.  The craft table 

This event is made possible by the generous neighbors who pay the WHCA annual dues of just $25.  Dues can 
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Photography Jesse Alcorta
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We have everything you need for your wedding,

graduation party, company picnic, or ANY event!

Tents, Helium, Tables and Chairs, Outdoor Games, 

Margarita Machines, Sound Systems, Dishes &More!

6550 S. Yosemite St.  303-770-2980     ASRrentall.com  

S.T.E.A.M.  Time At Walnut Hills
Doris Garner  - 

At the beginning of this school year, Walnut Hills Elementary started introducing STEAM into 

for STEAM, which stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math. “I felt the only way 

loves 

I love that they have choice in what they are doing. I am seeing more motivation in [other] content 
areas.” Fourth-grade teacher Jana Lucas agrees. “I love seeing the excitement when they arrive at 

To understand STEAM, students at Walnut Hills participate in project-based learning, based on the 

colleagues.”

The teachers have also reported positive results in other content areas beyond STEAM. Ragnow 
observes, “I have seen the most differences in math and writing, more stamina and more willingness 

because they can see the connections.” 

The types of STEAM projects vary widely. So far this year, younger students have participated in 
Grab 
Older students have collaborated on solving problems such as designing playground equipment, 
re-designing their morning routines, and creating public service announcements (PSA) for the 
younger students. 

The 

how to edit the PSA’s in their technology class. 

four 
their steam projects,” she says. “We are inviting families, friends, and community members to visit 
classrooms and see the projects. The teachers and student are excited for our launch day!” 

able to share the launch cycle – what they did, what they would change, and what they learned 

The staff at walnut hills is optimistic that they will continue to see improvement across all content 
areas. 

the second trimester!”

The next launch day at Walnut Hills is scheduled for May 22. 

Walnut Hills Elementary PTCO Board

whptco.president@gmail.com - Rebecca Maddison
whptco.vp@gmail.com - Sarah Murr

whptco.secretary@gmail.com - Holly Solomon

is a list of great accomplishments.

Awarded $8,711 in teacher grants
Read4Funds raised $7,009

Restaurant nights combined have raised $1,666 to date
Holly Day was a chance for students to help people in our 
community

fun

patients at Children’s Hospital Colorado

Purchasing through AmazonSmile has raised $146.52

Raising funds for the school is the primary objective for 

with salaries for teacher assistants. This is so important as 
it provides more adults in our children’s classrooms. As the 
community that surrounds our mighty school, you have the 
opportunity to donate to exciting projects. This summer, 
the school will undergo renovations to integrate innovation 

AmazonSmile for your shopping needs. AmazonSmile will 
donate 0.5% of every purchase directly to Walnut Hills 

your Amazon account into a fundraising machine.

 web browser on your mobile device.
2. Search for Walnut Hills Elementary PTO 

4. Shop and donate automatically      

giving spirit. We invite you to the school to see all the 
wonderful things that are happening. It is truly amazing 

recorders in music class, or watch as imagination and 
engineering come together with S.T.E.A.M.-based projects. 
And, please email anyone on the board with questions, 
comments or ideas. Every child, every day! 
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Hawk  & Ting

when it is wet.  Digging doesn’t seem to be a problem for the voles that are living in the 

planted some daffodil bulbs last fall and they are blooming now, stunted a bit from the 

got smothered in snow and the blooms wilted.  This time I decided to put them in the 
warmer parts of the yard to see if they might fare better.  This year it doesn’t seem to have 
mattered.  Tulips always seem to understand weather better.

should be watering already,  but I just don’t trust the weather.  I imagine that by the time 

don’t seem to do much harm.  Most of the plants just seem to relish the moisture.  One 

I grow hellebores under the maple tree, where they are sheltered by the tree and the fence.  

The Garbage Man

Local Family Owned 
& Operated Business

Walnut Hills Association Special Discount

Get Your Neighbors To Join!
Cut Down On Garbage Pick Up 

Days In Walnut Hills

Call
Portraits, Sports, Books and Documentation

  

alcortje@pcisys.net

sega
mI 

P
A

720-207-3757

Jesse J Alcorta 
Photographer

Photo Bruce Ferguson

Items of Interest
JHF 

• 
and non WH residents bring their children to attend them. 

• 
Recreation.

• 
available.

• There is a Civic Association that addresses the community needs 
and provides many community and family programs and activities.

• 
• 

by WH Elementary Students. 
• 

the parameter.
• 

• There is a neighborhood scholarship program that has provided 
$189,000.00 to 135 Walnut Hills High School graduates.  

• There is an outstanding public library at the edge of your area.
• 

that responds in minutes if you need them. 
• 

awards and information on a regular basis.
• Your children can attend school at one of the top-rated school 

districts in the state.
• 

of the safest communities in the county. 
• There is a public transportation system that runs next to the 

community.
• There is no HOA to tell you what color to paint your house.
• You are close to major shopping, medical facilities, and lots of 

restaurants. 
• REALTORS® are saying that your home has doubled in value in 

the last few years and that they need more listings for the families 
that want to live in Walnut Hills. 

• There are lots of residents that care about their neighbors and 
neighborhood, are you one of them?

Compiled by a resident of Walnut Hills. 

Community Garage Sale - 
Have Too Much Stu1 ?
Each year, the WHCA assists residents in advertising a community 

garage sale with the hopes that multiple homes/sales/locations will 

the WHCA will be helping advertise again!  The Community Garage 

sale items.
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Editor - Ilsa Gregg 

720-514-9755

Advertising Manager

Donna Senn 

303-741-2065

Distribution Manager

Will Senn

303-741-2065

CLASSIFIED ADS 
MIGHTY OAK CONSTRUCTION. Licensed/Insured. Remodeling/

Re-Do’s. Kitchen, Baths, Basements, Cabinets, Painting, Flooring, Tiling. 

Licensed and Insured.   720-917-4975

HOME INSPECTION. For buyers/sellers. Fix the issues before you sell or 

know the issues before you buy.  720-917-4975

TENNIS LESSONS  O!ering private and group lessons for all ages & skill 

levels.  Call: Katrina Curtis  (520)991-1768 for more information.

GRAPHIC DESIGN FOR YOU!   A!ordable, quality visual designs! I 

can help you with logos, ads, and printed materials.  Call Kristine Reine 

at 720.320.9668

PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS   Violin, Viola, Bass, Electric Bass, 

Beginning Guitar   Long time Walnut Hills Resident, 30 Years Music 

Teaching Experience! Dan Christian 303-908-3322 dharroldchristian@

gmail.com

HOME REPAIRS & HANDYMAN SERVICE Deck and Fence 

Restoration, Painting, Repairs, etc. WH resident Mark 303-968-4454 

www.hitthedeckrestoration.com

“GET A GUY”  Over your head?  Computer help and Smart Phone 

updates, Home Repairs and Yard Maintenance.   Marc 303 368 8313

PERSONAL CARE FOR SENIORS  companion care, light house 

cleaning, transportation.  Mai Horiagon 720-215-1084.

PET AND HOUSE SITTING   Walnut Hills Mother and Son team will 

care for all creatures and/or watch your house.  No job too small.  Have 

references.  Call Senn Family @ 303-741-2065

HOME REPAIRS & REMODELING  Small jobs welcome.  Tile work, 

baths, kitchens, and general carpentry.  WH resident Jim #303-880-8830. 

Centennial Senior Commission
Paula Hillman

Recently I represented the Centennial Senior Commission at the Walnut Hills Civic Association Annual Meeting.  My 
friend Frank Haskett who is knowledgeable about local goings on asked, what exactly does the Senior Commission do?  
He hadn’t heard of it.  It was a great chance for me to bring him and residents of Walnut Hills up to speed. 

Since 2010, the Centennial Senior Commission has encouraged older adults’ involvement in community issues by, 
among other things:

Advising the City Council on matters a!ecting seniors.

Serving as a forum for the expression of ideas, needs, concerns and goals relating to community issues, 
particularly as they may a!ect seniors.

O!ering hands-on experience and learning by and for seniors of our community.

Enlisting community-wide participation in resolving senior concerns.

Providing senior opportunities to participate with other citizens in activities and programs that bene*t 
all of the citizens of Centennial.

+e Commission consists of nine regular members and two alternates appointed by City Council. Members serve in 
two-year terms.  +e members and three volunteer ex-o;cio members bring knowledge and enthusiasm for serving 
the senior population living in Centennial.

+e Commission has provided input on transportation, housing, outreach, engagement and caregiving.  +e 
Transportation Committee partnered with Centennial’s “i-team,” one of 12 Bloomberg Philanthropies innovation 
teams across the country, to develop the Mobility Ambassador Program. +e program provides mobility training 
programs for seniors that included instruction on public and private ride sharing options. 

+e Housing Committee is also working with the i-team to provide input and recommendations to City Council for 
housing opportunities for aging in the community. Topics being explored include: retro*ts for aging in place, zoning 
changes for additional housing options and possible alternative funding for small grants.

+e Caregiving Committee created a checklist consisting of six di!erent categories to help seniors and their loved one 
prepare for aging.  +e list includes: caregiving, *nancial and legal documents, and medical issues.  Hard copies of 
this checklist are available at senior fairs and City events, but it can also be downloaded on the Senior Commission’s 
website.  

+e City Council approved some funding and an opportunity for the Commission to do some outreach in the form of 
fun and educational programming.  Look for upcoming events this summer and visit the Senior Commission webpage 
at: www.centennialco.gov/seniors. 

+e Commission also co-hosted the City’s Classic Car Show and Concert last year.  +e community turned out to enjoy 
an evening of fun that included some truly beautiful classic cars.  +e Nacho Men entertained and the crowd danced.  
Stayed tuned for this year’s event scheduled for Saturday, September 8, 2018.

+e Commission is busy meeting to provide equally great things this year.  If you have further questions about the 
Centennial Senior Commission, you can contact Kelly Brady at the City of Centennial kbrady@centennialco.gov or me 
at mspjh@comcast.net. 

Centennial Youth Commission
+e Centennial Youth Commission was formed by City Council in July 2003 to provide a voice 

for the City’s youth. +e Commission is composed of eleven teens from the City of Centennial, 

ranging in age from 13 to 18. +e Centennial Youth Commission meets on the second and 

fourth +ursdays of every month. Meetings begin at 7 p.m. at the Centennial Civic Center. +e 

Youth Commission participates in City-wide events, develops community programs, performs 

community service projects and participates in the policy-making process. 

In 2017, the Youth Commission spent the year focusing on youth mental health issues. +ey 

heard from subject matter experts, participated in the National Alliance on Mental Illness walk 

and the mayor proclaimed May as mental health month in Centennial. Commissioners also 

participated in the Centennial Community Meeting to help create a value statement for the City. 

Commissioners also partner with SAFEbuilt to o!er Youth Achievement Award scholarships 

to Centennial high school students. In partnership with Centennial courts, the Youth 

Commissioners serve as magistrates on the City’s Teen Court. For more information about the 

Youth Commission, please visit their website at   www.centennialco.gov/youth. 

16 Students Apply for 
2018 Scholarships

The Selection Committee is evaluating 
an impressive 16 applications for the 
2018 Scholarships.  The Walnut Hills 
Scholarship Fund continues to be ever-

to the many generous residents of 
Walnut Hills, the Walnut Hills Civic 
Association and the Walnut Hills 

committed to awarding four $2500 
college scholarships in 2018.  A 

contributions permit.  If you would 

you may do so when you pay your 
Civic Association dues by enclosing 

Walnut Hills Scholarship Fund.  Or 
we would welcome your mailing a 

Walnut Hills Scholarship Fund

7158 S. Quince St.
Centennial, CO  80112

on the Selection Committee, please 

scott.w.bess@gmail.com.

The 2018 scholarship winners will be 
announced in the June/July edition 

the scholarships will be presented to 
the winners at the July 4th Ice Cream 
Social.  Residents are encouraged to 
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50% O" Registration

Coupons 
&

Great Deals

Jennifer Shinn - Hair Designer

 

jashinnhair@gmail.com

303-720-2716

Studio Allure 
at Phenix Salon Suites

20% Off First Visit
9140 Westview Rd. Suites 129 & 131 

Lone Tree, CO  80124

Check out my reviews on Yelp

2018 Ms. Colorado Senior America Pageant
The 2018 Ms. Colorado Senior America Pageant will be held
Saturday, May 26, 2018, at 2 p.m., 
Lone Tree Arts Center, 
10075 Commons Street, Lone Tree, CO 80124.

www.lonetreeartscenter.org

The Ms. Colorado Senior America Pageant is held in Spring each 
year.  It gives women who have reached the Age of Elegance (60 
years of age or above) the opportunity to show their beauty, poise, 

dancing, performing, or acting).  Contestants are rated as follows:

Interview: 30%
One of the most important aspects of the Pageant is for all judges to meet 
each contestant individually. It is during this personal interview that the 
judges have an opportunity to select a woman whose charm, personality, 
and conversational ability meets the ideals of Ms. Colorado Senior America.

Philosophy of Life: 20%
The Ms. Colorado Senior America Pageant 

emphasize that true beauty comes from 
within. Each contestant presents a statement 
that conveys her “philosophy of life.”

Evening Gown: 20%
It is the philosophy of the Pageant that “clothes 

observe the poise and grace of each contestant.

Talent: 30%
The talent presentation is designed to encourage 
talent drawn from music, art, dance, theater 

that talent does not diminish with age.

For more information about the 2018 Pageant, 
please contact the Colorado State Pageant 
Administrator, Rene’ Green, at renemcsap@
gmail.com, or call 303-814-8221.

Ms. Jeannine 
Montgomerie
2017 Ms. Colorado 
Senior America
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